Questions for Candidates for US Congress Offices
from the Conservative Coalition of Harris County
Our questionnaire is designed to give the candidate space to indicate their reasons and
opinions concerning issues surrounding their races. This questionnaire will be posted onto
the Conservative Coalition of Harris County website for public voter viewing.
Candidate Name

Position for which Candidate is Running

Robert M. Cadena

U.S. Representative for District 18

Please give your answer to each of the following questions and please include your
rationale with each answer. Please be concise and clear.
1.

Please describe the qualifications and experience that make you the best
candidate for the position for which you are running.
Answer: I currently serve as the President for Harris County MUD 150 Board of Directors,
which presently manages an 8.6-million-dollar budget. In addition to overseeing the
budget, the Board is responsible for making decisions that affect families, businesses, and
property owners. These decisions ensure that the infrastructure throughout the District
stays in excellent condition: drainage, safe and clean drinking water, wastewater
collection, collect and assess fair taxes, dependable trash service, and critical coordination
with the Harris County Sheriff Department for patrol and security measures within the
District.
Under my leadership, the Board of Directors is also responsible for keeping our district
residents, and businesses informed on infrastructure rehab projects, tax rates, water rates,
elections, as well as parks & recreation within the District.
In addition to serving as the President of my MUD Board, I also serve as the President of
Camden Park HOA Board of Directors. Under my leadership, the Board is responsible for
managing a community with 1167 homes, two Parks, a Clubhouse, a Pool, Rentals,
enhancement projects, and security. The Board also operates a 498-thousand-dollar
budget.
Aside from the MUD Board and HOA Board, I presently run a small business that I started
in 2000, which allowed me to gain a perspective of what government control does to the
market place and what happens when the free market is allowed to flourish with minimal
regulation or none at all. I believe the experiences of the MUD Board, HOA Board, and my
personal experiences have prepared me to serve the people of U.S. CD18 and represent
what makes America so great. Most importantly, I am driven by my Christian faith, the
Constitution, Family, Community, Service, and the will to bring change.
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2.

Please explain what you believe are the most significant issues in this race, why
you are running for this position and what differentiates you from the other
candidate(s).
Answer: I believe Healthcare, Immigration & Border Security, supporting President
Trump, and the Constitution are the most significant issues in the U.S. Congressional
District 18 race. I also believe other issues like Education, Flooding, and Infrastructure are
just as important.
I am running to bring change for the people, like government reform, term limits, a
healthcare plan that works for everyone, and to guard the Constitution for all Americans. I
am running to bring ideas that promote independence over government dependency. I am
running to free the people from this indoctrination that we need the government to survive.
District 18 is a large, diverse district that needs a leader that does not discriminate. A
leader who can connect, relate, and understand how difficult life can be, but promotes
solutions that will keep families free of government dependency. I will represent every
community In District 18 in a fair, respectful manner regardless of who you are. I will
represent District 18 with integrity, leadership, and the will to complete every task I set and
to resolve the issues that trouble District 18.

3.

What will be your top 2 or 3 priorities during this upcoming term?
Answer: Term limits, Healthcare, Immigration & Border Security, Flooding, Government
reform, Fair tax system

4.

Polls indicate that faith/trust in the US Congress is very low. What can be done to
restore the public’s faith/trust in the US Congress?
Answer: We need transparency, integrity, and return the power to the people.
Most importantly, representatives need to follow through and have the will to
complete the tasks that every voter elected them to do. Voters are tired of hearing
the political rhetoric every representative or candidate always states during
election season. " I will get term limits passed, I will stop the funding of abortions, I
want to bring reform to Washington, " and once the representative or candidate
wins the election, what happens? Nothing. Change starts with the voter, and as
voters, we need to ensure we have the facts before we vote and hold our
representatives accountable.
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5.

Please describe what you believe is the proper role for the federal government in
job creation and intervention in the economy. What budget items need to be cut
(i.e. social programs) and what taxes and fees need to be increased?
Answer: The government's role when it comes to job creation should only
promote policies that will encourage growth in our economy, by advancing policies
that will encourage businesses to invest in our economy, add jobs, investment in
innovation, and capital. The government should only intervene when government
policies have caused stagnation in the marketplace.
Government programs are helpful and useful for families and individuals that have
fallen on hard times. Still, in recent decades these programs have been abused,
putting in jeopardy resources and the ability of the programs to help families in a
time of need. To ensure that these programs continue, we need to enforce policies
that allow families and individuals to receive assistance while providing resources
that will help them become independent of government and nonprofit assistance.
As an old proverb says, "We can feed you for a day or teach you to fish and feed
you for a lifetime." This proverb is true not just in feeding those that need
assistance but also in work and financial freedom. I will need to look at the
effectiveness of each social program to determine any redundancies or wasteful
policies before determining a need to terminate or to improve each program. I
would, however, immediately terminate any program that funds abortion.
I believe we already pay too much in taxes and fees. If elected, I will promote a flat
tax plan that will benefit the individuals, families, businesses, the economy, and
nonprofits.

6.

Should the federal government finance and build the border wall with Mexico?
Answer: Yes, any nation should control the flow of illegal immigration. When we
fail to enforce our immigration laws the flow of illegal immigration can have a
negative impact on our economy. I support building the wall but couple it with
border agents, and technology to help stop or slow down the flow of illegal
immigration. However, we should try to recover the cost of building the border wall
from Mexico and other southern countries where the arriving immigrants are from.

7.

Do you support defunding “Sanctuary Cities”? Should immigration laws be
reformed?
Answer: Yes, anyone who supports sanctuary cities and illegal immigration also
supports Human Trafficking. We need to enforce; our immigration laws and the
enforcement of our laws should not change depending on who may be President.
We should consider reforming our immigration laws so regardless who may be
President the laws are enforced and penalize any state or city offering sanctuary
for illegal immigrants.

8.

What changes should be made to the Affordable Health Care Act (Obamacare),
and in general, to the US healthcare system by the Federal government?
Answer: We need to abolish the ACA. I am working on a plan that will establish a
competitive free market, forcing the entire healthcare industry to compete for
customers by offering the best prices, service, and products. This plan is not a
mandate instead allows the consumer to choose what's best for their family.
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9.

Are any additional federal actions needed to change or enhance Federal gun
laws?
Answer: No, but we do need to do more to protect gun rights from being
infringed. Especially in states like New York & California, where the laws in these
states violate the 2nd amendment and most recently, Virginia is threatening to
confiscate citizen's guns.

10. What state and local issues in your district will you address at the Federal level if
you are elected?
Answer: I will work on Healthcare, Flooding, Water Rights, States Rights,
Immigration & Border Security, Infrastructure, Abortion, Education, Job Training,
Term limits, Gun Rights. If elected, my primary focus is to ensure individual
liberties are protected, to ensure States Rights are protected, limit the Federal
Government's power over States and the people, and protecting the Constitution.
BY RETURNING THIS QUESTIONNAIRE, THE CANDIDATE ASSUMES FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL
ANSWERS TO THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. THE ANSWERS ON THE FOREGOING REFLECT THE
CANDIDATE’S BEST EFFORTS TO ANSWER THIS QUESTIONNAIRE HONESTLY AND DIRECTLY.

PLEASE SAVE YOUR COMPLETED QUESTIONNAIRE TO YOUR LOCAL MACHINE IN THE
EVENT THAT THERE ARE ANY TECHNICAL PROBLEMS WHEN YOU ATTEMPT TO EMAIL IT
BACK.

Once this questionnaire has been completed, please email it to:
alex@cchc-pac.org
* Please note: You must return your questionnaire from the email address to which it was
sent. Questionnaires returned from any other email address will be considered fraudulent
and will not be recorded and no answers will be published in the voter’s guide. CCHC-PAC
deems a return from the proper email address as authentication of the correct respondent.
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Robert M. Cadena for Congress
All my life I've heard, "Make yourself invaluable, do more than is required of you, and lead by example."
These are the words of wisdom I consistently heard from my dad, and they have helped shape me into
the man I am today.
I am a proud first-generation Texan, born and raised in the Houston area. I come from humble roots
and was the seventh sibling in a family of six boys and three girls. My dad, Tomas P. Cadena, and mom,
Shirley Ann Cadena, instilled in me the importance of service, leadership, and our Constitutional rights.
My parent's up-bringing resulted in my being aware of the greatness of America, what it means to be an
American, and the opportunities we have, such as starting over after losing everything. Despite the
struggles of poverty, welfare, Child Protective Service, homelessness, divorce, alcoholism, and prejudice,
my family and I endured. I could have blamed the government, a group of people, political parties, or my
own family for all these struggles. Instead, I was shown a better side of America because of my dad's
wise words. He would say, "Are you going to let your circumstances define you, or will you define your
circumstances?"
Today, I am a proud husband of twenty-five years to Maritza Cadena and the father of four young men.
I earned an Associate of Applied Science degree while working at Compaq Computer Corporation and
supporting a family. Because I learned the value of work from my parents, I started a small business at
the age of 25 and continue to operate it today.
In 2012, I sought to serve my community. After discussing my plans with my wife, I made plans to serve
on my HOA Board of Directors. In 2015, the residents elected me onto the Camden Park HOA Board of
Directors, where I continue to serve my community today. In December of 2015, I decided to run for my
MUD District Board of Directors, and in May of 2016, the voters elected me to the MUD Board of
Directors. My Christian faith, belief in the Constitution, family values, and service to the community are
what drives me every day when making important decisions as a MUD and HOA Director.
A few months after being in office, I learned of corruption taking place on the MUD Board of Directors.
After learning of this corruption, I reviewed records, collected evidence, and sought advice. Once I had
the evidence, I exposed the directors and their corruption by informing the voters of what had been
taking place within the MUD District. I fought for two years with the help of other community leaders
in the District to keep the voters aware, to vote these Directors out of office in May of 2018. Today the
MUD Board has been cleaned up after making numerous reforms.
I currently serve as the President for Harris County MUD 150 Board of Directors, which presently
manages an 8.6-million-dollar budget. In addition to overseeing the budget, the Board is responsible for
making decisions that affect families, businesses, and property owners. These decisions ensure that the
infrastructure throughout the District stays in excellent condition: drainage, safe and clean drinking
water, wastewater collection, collect and assess fair taxes, dependable trash service, and critical
coordination with the Harris County Sheriff Department for patrol and security measures within the
District.
Under my leadership, the Board of Directors is also responsible for keeping our district residents, and
businesses informed on infrastructure rehab projects, tax rates, water rates, elections, as well as parks &
recreation within the District.

I have always been a problem solver. If elected, I will go to Washington with creative solutions, integrity,
leadership, transparency, and a vision of growth. If elected, I will be committed to you, your family, the
18th District, and the Constitution and will dedicate myself to creating practical legislation that will
resolve issues in our communities and will help improve the quality of life. I will develop solutions for
the issues that are important to you, Houston, and Texas. As my dad said to me, "To find the solution for
a problem, first break the problem apart, then analyze it, and the answer will reveal itself to you. "

I am Robert M. Cadena, and I am asking for your vote in the March 3, 2020, Republican Primary for U.S.
District 18

Robert's Position on the Issues
We cannot afford to be responsive, only proactive.
Healthcare
To fix healthcare, we need to support the idea of a free, competitive market in the healthcare industry
with minimal regulation. The concept will force the insurance and healthcare industry to compete for
consumers by offering the best pricing, coverage, and service. There will need to be a Public Health
Commission that will be responsible for keeping a check-and-balance system to ensure that pricing does
not get out of control. The commission should have consumers, doctors, hospitals, health insurance,
emergency services, and drug companies to represent each group.
Free Market Economy / Jobs / Training
We should promote good common-sense policies and a balanced tax system that we govern with
restraint to encourage growth in every sector of the economy. Promote policies that minimize
government involvement to open the doors for businesses, investors, and developers to invest in
capital, employees, training, and innovation. When this happens, everyone benefits. We should support
industries that promote certified job-training programs like trade schools that give the worker the ability
to train on the job.
Flooding, Drainage, & Water Collection
For decades, flooding has been a significant issue for Houston and the surrounding areas. When
leadership fails to implement policies that deal with drainage, watersheds, and runoff, the flooding
issues only continue to worsen as they have in recent decades as a result of over-development that
overwhelms our drainage system without adequately compensating for excess runoff. Future building
and development should include higher standards to account for water displacement. These plans
should also include more sufficient ways to collect some of the rainfall for use or release later after the
rainstorm has passed, reducing the amount of water going into our watersheds and overwhelming the
system. Although in the last few years new policies & plans have been put in place to address these
issues, they are still not sufficient as recent storms have proven, such as tropical storm Imelda. We can
no longer create policies and plans for the short term. We need to plan for 50 years or more. We cannot
afford to be responsive, only proactive when it comes to making policies and plans that affect all
property owners in our communities.

Infrastructure
Our infrastructure creates the arteries of our nation, and we must be proactive and not responsive when
it comes to the condition of all infrastructure, locally or nationally. This system contains many
components like roads, bridges, water lines, gas lines, oil lines, power grids, drainage systems,
communication lines, rail lines, and cybersecurity. We need to ensure that we keep every part of our
infrastructure in excellent condition, whether underground or above ground. Failing to maintain our
infrastructure puts Americans and communities at risk.
Town Hall Meetings
If I am elected, one main objective is to ensure that all the residents of the 18th District stay informed
on legislation and have all the facts. We can accomplish this with quarterly Town Hall meetings, social
media, and a website that is keep updated to give all residents the ability to inform themselves. I would
also add an office north of the Greenspoint District to service the northern part of the district, which
currently does not have a district office.
Immigration & Border Security
As a son of an immigrant that arrived in America legally, I heard my dad stress, "You are an American
first. Respect the laws of America." When the laws are enforced, giving time for the arriving immigrants
to assimilate and time for the economy to adjust to the arriving population, then legal immigration is
good for the United States. However, if we do not enforce our laws and allow illegal immigration to flow
in like a tsunami, it is harmful to the labor market, wages, healthcare system, housing, social programs,
and the economy, which will put everyone in jeopardy. We should have a means like a wall to help
control the inflow of illegal immigration coupled with our border patrol officers and technology to
prevent, slow down, and discourage illegal immigration. We also need to pressure the nations the
arriving immigrants are coming from to improve the economic conditions for their people or those
governments will suffer sanctions. We should also assist the people in countries like Mexico, Venezuela,
and El Salvador, to name a few, who want to remove corruption and lessen poverty, by freeing
themselves from an oppressive system.

The Constitution
I define myself as a constitutionalist. We may come from different backgrounds, communities, and
experiences, but we share the same constitutional rights regardless of our differences. When
considering legislation, we should always ensure that our constitutional rights will not be infringed upon
by our government or elected leaders. Whether you and I disagree, our constitutionals rights are first
and foremost.
Revitalization of District 18 and Quality of Life
In the past three decades, the quality of life has declined in District 18, partly caused by the district
losing jobs. I will work with communities, MUDs, Harris County, the city of Houston to create policies
that will encourage investors, developers, and businesses to invest in District 18, improving the quality
of life for everyone and creating more jobs. I would also ask churches and non-profits to assist, as these
organizations are vital to our communities. I will promote a program that will help families and
individuals in need to gain independence from government assistance and prepare them for the
workplace to help elevate them out of poverty. I ask you, in the past twenty-four years, has your
community in District 18 worsened or improved in the following areas: finance, crime, flooding, jobs,
quality of housing?
Law Enforcement Agencies, Community Engagement, and Civics
I will work to bring the tools our police officers need to keep our communities safe. I will work for a
civics program and safety forum to promote the importance of civic responsibility, constitutional
responsibility, and the importance of police and community engagement. We need police officers, and
they need us to help keep our communities safe. Police officers are just like you or me. They have a
spouse, children, moms, and dads that want to see them come home safely after they have spent their
time protecting our communities.

Credit Card Fraud and Identity Theft
I know from personal experience what it’s like to deal with Identity theft, credit card fraud, and false
reports submitted to the credit bureaus. We should require all three credit bureaus to verify information
provided by companies for accuracy before placing the reports on a consumer's credit report. The
information should match completely, such as name, DOB, SSN, address, phone number, contract, or
agreement. I believe this will help prevent credit reports from being placed either mistakenly or
fraudulently on a consumer's credit report and ruining or degrading their credit and FICO score.
Social Government Programs
Government programs are helpful and useful for families and individuals that have fallen on hard times.
Still, in recent decades these programs have been abused, putting in jeopardy resources and the ability
of the programs to help families in a time of need. To ensure that these programs continue, we need to
enforce policies that allow families and individuals to receive assistance while providing resources that
will help them become independent of government and nonprofit assistance. As an old proverb says,
“We can feed you for a day or teach you to fish and feed you for a lifetime.” This is true not just in
feeding those that need assistance but also in work and financial freedom.
Government Subsidies
I support good policies that offer subsidies for operations like family-owned farms that are struggling to
compete with big, corporate farms and unfair trade policies. However, it is not the government's
responsibility to provide subsidies to make a business profitable. In that case, the government is merely
using American tax dollars to finance a company that generally would not be able to sustain itself. In the
free market, a business either sinks or swims.
Government Bail Outs
It is not the government's or the American people's responsibility to bail out banks, companies, or other
countries that want to be financially reckless with no regard for how their decisions will harm the U.S.
and global economy. If these companies want to play games with their money, then let them fail. In a
free market, a business either thrives or dies based on the decisions that business leaders make.
Congress needs to have accountability in this area by not leveraging our children's future bailing out
failing businesses.

National Security and Armed Forces
As a nation, we should ensure that every branch of our armed forces has the most up-to-date
technologies, training, and infrastructure to defend our sovereignty as a nation and the American people
from any threat that may come from abroad or through our borders. It's always best to be proactive
rather than reactive because once the enemy is at your doorstep, it's too late.
A Balanced Tax System
As a nation, the government must charge a reasonable tax to cover the cost of government operations
such as national security, border security, a working Congress, etc. However, tax regulation gets more
complicated every year and demands that we pay more and more taxes. We should have a flat tax
system, but to fix the tax system, we need to rein in the out-of-control government spending; otherwise,
no matter what changes we make, we all will pay more and more taxes.
Education
Education is vital for our future, but I don't support this "one size fits all" educational road map that our
nation has been on for decades, nor do I support the Idea to pour billions of dollars into education
expecting money to fix the problems. Every student learns differently, and we should provide an
education system that builds on the strengths of each student, not force our kids to conform to a
standard that does not adequately prepare them and tears them down. We need to change our
educational system from grade school to high school. Our educational system should prepare each
student for the real world. Once our kids graduate high school, they should be ready to enter fields such
as energy, medicine, law, science, manufacturing, trade, engineering, or whatever our kids decide. We
do this by having a workplace program in high school that coordinates with companies in all sectors of
the economy, providing paid internships. The program will give school credit hours while working, and
each student will receive an evaluation of their job performance at the workplace. We should also
provide the choice to families to decide where their kids go to school and not force families to continue
in a school system that is creating failure. We cannot continue to leverage our children's education in
debt if our kids choose to further their education through college or a certified vocational school. For
our children's futures, we need an educational system that is attainable and affordable.

Government Reform / Corruption
With recent events, it has become more and more difficult for you and me to trust our government.
When we have FBI agents and elected representatives creating evidence and falsifying FISA warrants in
the name of democracy and God to impeach a President that was rightfully elected in 2016 by the
American people is very concerning. One way to guard against corruption is to inform ourselves and to
verify what the media is reporting. We need to understand our constitution, in particular how the
electoral college vote works in relation to the popular vote. We need to ask hard questions to
candidates that are running for election. We can no longer vote for candidates who speak political
rhetoric and use key buzz words to gain our support and votes. We also need to hold our
representative's feet to the fire when it comes to accountability.
Additionally, we all need to support term limits; this will give more opportunities for good people to step
up and serve. Remember: power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. Thomas
Jefferson said, "I have the consolation of having added nothing to my private fortune during my public
service and of retiring with hands as clean as they are empty" --Thomas Jefferson to Diodati, 1807. One
more thing: we all need to stop idealizing our elected representatives; they are regular people just like
you and me with families and problems that we all deal with every day. When they are no longer
representing us, then it is time for a change.
Environment
We live on this planet and depend on the resources our world provides. It is our responsibility as
stewards of this world to implement policies that protect and manage our environment but also allow
companies to access and utilize the earth's resources to produce the energy, products, services, and
medicines that we all need. To ensure that this world will be here for future generations, it makes sense
to have policies and ideas that will sustain our society for hundreds of years to come.

Fiscal Accountability
It is the responsibility of each elected leader to show restraint when it comes to spending. They must
work to recognize any program that has become wasteful of tax dollars and correct the problem. We
cannot continue to spend as if we have unlimited funds, increasingly putting more and more debt on our
children's futures. We will need to make tough decisions going forward. One area that we can start is
the billions of taxpayer dollars that we send to other countries as aid or for building their infrastructure.
When it comes to America's budget, America's discretionary needs are first, non-discretionary spending
second, and foreign assistance is last. We need to place spending caps on our budget every year until
our deficit is brought back under control.
Energy
A stable energy market is critical for the United States’ and the world’s economy to grow. An unstable
energy market can be harmful to the economy, trade, consumers, manufacturing, transportation,
electricity production, and other sectors. We must have policies and plans that provide for a stable
energy market to offer a secure and stable economy for America but also the world.
Veterans
Our veterans sacrificed their lives to serve their country and communities, and once their service is
complete, each veteran should be welcomed home and honored. Our veterans deserve high-quality,
long-term healthcare to help them recover from injuries sustained in service. If we can spend time and
money on training our soldiers, then we can spend the same time and money to care for our soldiers
properly after their service is complete. We should also support those organizations like the PTSD
Foundation of America and Camp Hope that are doing great work to help our veterans to cope with
PSTD and transition back into society.

Human Trafficking
I am against all forms of human trafficking and any Individual, organization, or higher authority who
takes part directly or indirectly in this form of human slavery. Victims of the human trafficking industry
are brothers, sisters, fathers, and mothers to families in our community or communities around the
world. We need to put an end to this crime against humanity by acting against countries, companies,
organizations, and individuals that take part in any form of human trafficking. The Houston area is a
major corridor for human trafficking, and we should have countermeasures in place to combat this
problem. I ask you, what would you do if it were your loved one who had been captured by human
traffickers?
Abortion
God has given his creation free will to determine for ourselves what is best for our own lives, and the
Constitution acknowledges our rights. Still, the Constitution also protects life, as mentioned in the 5th
amendment and the Declaration of Independence. I am against abortion, and I will always promote
solutions that allow the unborn to be born, enable a family to have a child, and give women a choice
without killing the unborn. Solutions like adoption private or not, private organizations that will provide
medical costs and counseling, if needed, until the woman gives birth. The millions of babies aborted
over the last five decades could have been a doctor who created a cure for AIDS or, perhaps, scientists
who have advanced our energy technology, or maybe the unborn was someone that could have
prevented crimes or murders from happening.

Term Limits
I believe our founding fathers never intended for our nation to have career representatives in office for
decades. The founding fathers trusted in the republic they had formed and the integrity of their
fellowmen to limit themselves from being in public office for too long. If we look at President George
Washington, he served two terms as the first U.S. president, from 1789 to 1797. Establishing a
precedent that was followed and respected for decades until President Franklin D Roosevelt, where he
was elected to four terms as President, from 1933 to 1945, although President Roosevelt did not
complete his fourth term due to him succumbing to a stroke in April of 1945. As Thomas Jefferson
wrote, "I apprehend that the total abandonment of the principle of rotation in the offices of President
and Senator will end in abuse" --Thomas Jefferson to E. Rutledge, 1788. He suggests that the idea was to
serve in office for a brief time and mentor the next generation to follow in service. If term limits are
good enough for the office of the President, then they are good enough for members of Congress.

Community Involvement References

1. Larry Cannon Harris County MUD 148 Director – 281-802-5674
2. Roosevelt Johnson Harris County MUD 150 Director & Army Veteran – 832-477-6766
3. Oliver Agard Camden Park HOA Director & Harris County MUD 150 Director - 713-628-3685
4. Joseph Bowen HOA Director & Marine Veteran – 832-229-9651
5. Frank Blackwell Air Force Veteran – 281-580-7981

