Questions for Candidates for School Board Trustee
from the Conservative Coalition of Harris County

This questionnaire will be posted onto the Conservative Coalition of Harris County website
for public viewing (www.cchc-pac.org).

Candidate Name

Position that Candidate is Running For

George Edwards, Jr.

Cy-Fair ISD Board of Trustees, Position 7

Candidates please give your answer to each of the following questions and include your
rationale with each answer. Please be concise and clear.

Why are you running for School Board Trustee? Is there a particular issue that
motivates you to serve on the school board? If elected, what will be your priorities?

Answer: I am running to ensure every child in CFISD can read for comprehension
by the end of third grade, that classrooms remain safe and orderly, and that taxpayer
dollars are spent wisely. Too many students are falling behind in reading. My
priority is academic excellence, safe schools, and strong fiscal accountability.

What experience or skills have prepared you to serve as a board member? What
differentiates you from the other candidates and/or board members? In what
school district or community activities/organizations have you been involved?

Answer: I am a retired CPA with over 40 years of financial experience, including
executive leadership roles in the private sector and service on nonprofit boards. I
served as a CFISD trustee from 1995—1998, and I called for the vote to end year-
round schools, which stabilized families and helped our district grow. I also fund
scholarships in CFISD and at the University of Southern Mississippi. I am a U.S.
Army veteran and my military service instilled discipline and accountability. These
experiences uniquely qualify me to govern responsibly.

What are your thoughts on the current and the proposed budget for your school
district? Is the current funding allocation within district spending categories
adequate between administration, facilities, teachers, etc.?

Answer: More funding should be directed for resources in the classroom. Funds
should be prioritized for teachers, safety, and student learning. I support a forensic
audit of CFISD finances to identify inefficiencies and redirect dollars to instruction,
teacher pay, and student resources.



https://cchc-pac.org/

4. |What are your areas of concern regarding student achievement in your district? Do
you have specific suggestions for improvement? What is your long-term strategy
or strategies for improving the quality of education and keeping pace with student
growth within the district?

Answer: My top concern is literacy. Far too many students cannot read at grade
level, which undermines success in every subject. I support a district-wide literacy
plan, consistent discipline standards so teachers can teach, and expanded
partnerships with parents. Long-term, CFISD must focus on foundational skills
(reading, writing, and math skills) while ensuring facilities and staffing keep pace
with growth.

5. |lIs teacher performance adequate within your district? What type of teacher
evaluation system and administrator evaluation system do you support? Are the
teacher’s salaries adequate given the current state budget condition?

Answer: The vast majority of teachers are hardworking and dedicated. They need
support through fair evaluations that include classroom observations and student
growth, not just test scores. Administrators must also be held accountable for
creating safe, orderly schools. Teacher pay should be competitive, especially in high-
needs areas. Redirecting funds into the classroom will allow CFISD to offer salaries
and stipends that reflect teachers’ value.

6. |What are your thoughts about the Texas Legislature (SB 10) authorizing the
display of the ten commandments in the classroom?

Answer: I support giving school districts the option to display the Ten
Commandments. The United States was founded on Judeo-Christian principles, and
our founding fathers often turned to the Bible for guidance and the bible helped
shape our legal system. As a traveler who has visited other countries, I have seen
how other nations honor their faith in public life. In the same way, displaying the
Ten Commandments can affirm the values that helped shape our nation.
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Please list in order the following priorities in relation to the role of a K-12 public
7. |school (omitting any that do not apply):
2 Mathematics 4 _Grammer/Vocabulary/Spelling
7 Information Technology _ 8 language Arts
3 Sciences 1 Reading & Comprehension
Language Arts 10 Vocational Learning
5 US & Texas History Sex Education
12 Art & Music 9 Personal Finances
11 Physical Fitness Political Activism
6 Social Studies/Geography Critical Race Theory
13 Foreign Language Gender Identity
Social Emotional Learning
Answer:

8. |Is your superintendent’s and other high-level administrator's compensation in line
with job performance? Why or Why not?

Answer: Compensation should reflect performance. In CFISD, pay for top
administrators has grown while student outcomes lag, particularly in reading. That
is not acceptable. Compensation must be tied to measurable academic achievement,
fiscal stewardship, and leadership that supports teachers.

9. |What is the proper role of TASA and TASB with respect to independent school
boards?

Answer: My preference is to receive training and policy support through

the Texas Public Policy Foundation, Leadership Institute, and

the Regional Education Service Centers (ESCs).

BY RETURNING THIS QUESTIONNAIRE, THE CANDIDATE ASSUMES FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL ANSWERS
TO THIS QUESTIONNAIRE. THE ANSWERS ON THE FOREGOING REFLECT THE CANDIDATE’S BEST EFFORTS
TO ANSWER THIS QUESTIONNAIRE HONESTLY AND DIRECTLY.

Once this questionnaire has been completed, please email it to: alex@cchc-pac.org.

Please note: You must return your questionnaire from the email address to which it was
sent. Questionnaires returned from any other email address will be considered fraudulent
and will not be recorded and no answers will be published in the voter’s guide. CCHC

deems a return from the proper email address as authentication of the correct respondent.
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